THE 21%th

DISTRICT INTERNATIONAL. K STUDFNT PROJECT

The 213th District of Rotary Inter-
national (Forthern Illinois~-end formerly
the 147th District) has entered upon its
gixth year as gponsor of an International
Student ¥roject.

, So significent has been this Inter-
natlional Service enterprise that it long
since attracted the attention of Rotary
International; this to the extent that
the progrem of the 213th District has
served scmewhat as & pattern for the Ro-
tary Toundation Tellowship Pro ject, which
now encorpasses the world and promises to
become Rotary's most practical and sig-
-nificant exemplification of its Fourth
Object--"The advancement of International
understending, good will, and peace,...."

This program of the 213th District
should not be construed as supplanting
nor in any sense competing with the Foun-
datlon Yellowship Project. Rether, it
complimerts the more extensive movement
inaugursted a few years ago by Rotary In-
ternational, and to which the clubs in
_this district ere heurtily contributing,
The 213th District project does, however,
give our clubs and the indlvidual Roter-
ians & feeling of being "c¢loser to the
picture’ in this vhase of Internationsl
Service, and the merit of this localized
progrem kes been recognized by Rotary In-
ternationel.

The International Student Project of
the 213tL District, moreover, has since
been adopted in essence by other districts
in Rotary Internationul znd hss ceused
Roturians in still other districts to be-
come curious to lesarn more about how the
project functions and the degree of suc-
cess it hes attained. This meworsndum
indicates some of the salient features of
the plan so that others who may contem-~
plate similar activity on a District level
will have the benefit of these facts and
suggestions. ‘

It should be stated at the very out~
set that no other project ever devised in
the 213th District has so effectively uni-
fied the interests of the 06 clubs in the
district as this International Student
Program, This common objective, as might
well be expected, has effected a more
closely-knit ¢&istrict organization and de-
veloped & splendid community of intorest
end spirit, the salutary consequences of
which would be difficult to measure,

The project had its inception wrer
the 213th District extended the first fin~
vitation to the district in South Ameri-
ca having the largest membership in Ro-
tary, which was Argentina. In succes-
sive years have followed invitations to
send to this area student guests from
Chile, Brazil, Urugusy, and England.
student guest for the 1949-50 Rotary
year will come from Peru.

How does this plan work?

The Student Guest Project is financ-
ed by contributions from all the indivi-
dual clubs in the district. The response
in this regard from year to year has been
increasingly more encouraging, a defi-
nite indication of the constantly grow- -
ing popularity of the project with the
clubs and individual Roteriuns.

The cost of the project is about
33,500 4 year; the suggested contribution
of one dollar & year per Rotarian amply
covers the expense in this districts
Under the plan an sccount is set up at
the university the student atfends
(Northwestern University at Evanston,
Illivois, in this instance), from which
he cun draw $150 per month to cover his
living expenses. 4ll of the student's
transportation costs from and to his own
country are paid by our District.

At the inception of the progrsm, and -
until this past year, the Student Guest ’
was required, in addition to his gruduate
studies at the university, to visit and -
address each club in the district. How-
ever, when 1t becume apparent early this
past year that visits to every club in
the district placed zn unreasonsble de-
mand upon the student's time, this part
of the program was altered to require
visits to only half of the clubs in the
district; however, this procedure was
modified, with the result that the club
visitations as scheduled actually became
visits and talks at inter-city meetings.
In most instances grouped-club meetings
developed at the invitation of the ori-
ginally scheduled club, with the net re-
sult that every club in the district has
the opportunity, one wey¥or another, to
greet and hear the student guest.

The grouped-club idez became so pop-
ular, in fact, that it encouraged an un-
precedented number of inter-city meetings
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sults can well be apvreciated. Thus ,
while the Student Guest now makes fewer
visits in the course of his year at the
wniversity, he nevertheless continues to
meet the lerge wajority of the Rotarians
in the district, and has more time for his
program of graduate study, which is, of
course, &n importent part of the project.

Ther the student guest makes his
visits to the clubs in the district, his
trensportetion, in most instances, is fur-
sished by Rotarians in clubs located near
the uriversity. This is done on & volun-~
teer basis at the call of the Student
Project Committee. Interestingly enough,
the number of such volunteers has increas -
ed each year, since we have found that our
individusl Rotarians have come to take &
very personul interest in the student
guest and, mOreover, consider such activi-
ty as affording them an opportunity to

render & personal service in the interest

of the International Student Project.
‘Success of the International Student
~ Porject rests largely in the work of the
District Committee assigned %o that sper
cific. task by the District Governor. So
detailed end pressing has this agsignment
become that, at the District Conference in
May, 104G, it was voted by tke delegates
" to incressc the size of the Student Pro-
ject Committce from seven %o nine members.

The chairman of the District Commit-
tee, who naturally assumes the heaviest
turden of responsibility, should be, our
cxperlence has dictated, a member of &
club loceted in or near the clty where the
- university to be attended is gituated.

* Phere is much detail to be handled, par
cularly in arranging visits to the vurious
clubs in the district; in consultations
with the student on personal end academic
problems; in assisting the student to be-
come swere as speedily as vossible of cus=
toms end procedures in his new gurround~
ings, which are quite conceivably diffor-
ent Trom those of his homeland; and, above
511, in mzking certain that the student
guest develups such contacts as will help
pim to readily adjust himself as quickly
as possible to a hapoy and profitable ex-
pericrce in his new cnvironment.

The 213th District, based upon our
experience over the pust five years, owes
o debt of gratitude to Northwestern Univer
sity for its continued whole-hearted coop-
eration. Yo project of this nature could
enjoy true success unless the cooperating
institution which provides the educatlonal

Custe university work.
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opportunity is in complete harmony with
the movement. We feel certain thet, likg
Yorthwestern University, other universi-
ties in the country will wish to bc a
part of this forward-looking Internation-
al Service activity. Our student guests,
to daote, have come away from their studies
at Worthwestern with the feeling that
they were really nglumi® of this great
American institution of learning, =snd not
merely “"foreign!" observers of the Ameri-
can educsztional scene. They have gained
& real impression of American college and
student life.

There are cartain gualifications uad
responsibilities to be met by the Student
Guest under the plan dgvised by the 213th
District:

.a) The student must be of the male
sex, unmarried, and not over 25 years old.
He must have an excellent reading and
speaking knowledge of the English language.

b) He must meet eligibility require-
ments a8 a graduate student, having con- '
pleted at least four years of unders

¢) He must agree to live in one of
‘"the university dormitories, sharing &
room with an American (U.S.4.) ‘student.

d) He first semester at the univer--
sity mast include & course in public
gpeaking.

¢) He must visit 33 of the 60 clubs
in this district znd be prepared to tell o
the members of those clubs somethirng T
gbout his country; if eway on club visits -
for sn extended period, he should be the ’
guest, whenever possible, in the home of
s Rotarian, ‘

f) After returning to his ovn coun- o

_try, the student must visit the clubs in

his home district and tell the Rotarians
there about some of the things he hes
lestned about the people in the United
States.

We in the 213th District kmow of no
district project that has brought so much
satisfaction to so many Rotarians as has g
the International Student Program. We are ‘
convinced that this project is a practical
application of the Fourth Object of Ro=-
tary. In commending it or a gimilar ac-
tivity to other districts, we are further
convinced thut, as the idea gains momen=-

~tum, it will develop limitlese possibili-
ties-~nlong with the growing Rotary Fel-
lowship Program--in the furtherance of
Robury's uncessing efforts to foster in-
ternational widerstanding ond good will
giohg the peoples of all pations in the
interest of enduring posee..




